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Press Release

25th June 2009

Bioacademy 2009 sought answers to the challenges of the global crisis

The 9th year of the European Summer Academy on Organic Farming – Boiacademy 2009 was held on 24th - 25th June in the premises of the Horticultural Faculty of MZLU (Mendel University of Agriculture and Forestry) in Lednice na Moravě, CZ. This year the event was attended by 200 people from 21 countries interested in the theme. This prestigious forum, which has gradually become one of the most significant conferences on organic farming within Central and Eastern Europe, responded to contemporary topics as indicated by the title “Organic Farming – A Response to Economic and Environmental Challenges”. Bioacademy comprised of a Conference for Practitioners and a Scientific Conference. The two-day session was followed by a traditional series of excursions for participants to organic farms within South Moravia, Austria and Slovakia

Once again Bioacademy provided an opportunity for experts, politicians, farmers and traders not only to exchange information and experience but also to collectively seek answers to contemporary challenges and needs within organic food production and in its environmental context and benefits.

The Conference for Practitioners entitled “Land-use systems and economic strategies in organic farming against the background of current global developments” dealt with the following topics:

· Intensification or considerate use of land

· Clear economic relationships in organic farming as a response to the global crisis

· The significance of soil fertility in terms of the value of organic farming

The 2nd Scientific Conference built on the success of its inaugural year with the topics: 

· Diversity in organic farming and examples of successful strategies

· Soil quality and fertility in organic farming

· Sustainability and diversity in horticulture and the organic sector

The theme of the plenum was set in a speech by Nic Lampkin, Director of the Organic Research Centre in Newbury, GB, as he talked about the challenge which awaits farmers in the fields of the environment, food production and economy. “The key strategy is to seek a balance between policy and markets at a time when the organic sector has to adapt to government expenditure reductions caused by the economic crisis,” he said. “However, at the same time its size and demand for support is increasing…” The essential task for the future period will be, to consider (via CAP) the appropriate balance between payments for specific agroenvironmental effects of farming and overall support for farming.

Urs Niggli, Director of the Swiss FiBL - Research Institute of Organic Agriculture, emphasised the role of farmers and their involvement in research necessary for further innovation. This will be necessary in the future in order to face new challenges. This will require a systematic approach and comprehensive solutions, with farmers as the key partners. “Research cannot only be carried out for farmers but must involve farmers,” he added.

A theme frequently discussed at the conference and accompanying workshops was the creation of the Technology Platform for Organic Food and Farming at European and national levels. The Czech platform thus created and its aims were introduced by Josef Dlouhý of Bioinstitut Olomouc. “It will be a specialist group bringing together commercial companies, associations of professionals, universities, research and financial institutions, local authorities and consumers. Its aim is to create, support and fulfil medium and long-term visions of the organic sector while improving links between research, educational institutions and the business sphere. The benefit will show in effective communication and cooperation of all those involved and in the creation of a flexible instrument for lobbying.” According to Mr. Dlouhý, an example of a topic which the platform could and should deal with, is a statement (one-sided and unacceptable to organic farmers) by members of the Czech Academy of Science, recorded in a so-called White Book, as this statement considers GMO crops and products to be harmless and prospective…

An ongoing three-year European campaign for the benefit of organic agriculture, targeted at the general public was presented by Aleksandra Mecilošek of the European Commission’s, Department for Promotion of Agricultural Production. The campaign is being spread in 22 languages and is available on the Internet (see www.organic-farming.europa.eu) and uses a wide range of educational-promotional output leaflets, slogans, advertisements, billboards and TV programmes.

The former EU Commissioner Franz Fischler drew attention to the fact that agricultural policy is practically unchanged since post-war times and that there is a need for innovation. “We must not make the same mistake and head towards intensification again` it is vital to ensure security of food, society and environment.“

Bioacademy 2009 was concluded by Jiří Urban, Deputy Minister of Agriculture of the Czech Republic who stressed out that organic farming is a complex functioning model ready to meet all new challenges within the EU such as climatic change, decreasing biodiversity, soil and water protection, welfare of farm animals etc.

The speeches will be available at www.pro-bio.cz/bioak in the form of PPT presentations

The Minister’s Award for promoters of the organic sector

For the first time in Bioacademy history, awards from the Czech Minister of Agriculture, Jakub Šebesta, were bestowed at the closing ceremony in Lednice Chateau:

Prof. Ing. Jiří Petr, DrSc., Dr.h.c. was given an award for many years of work and effort in the establishment and development of organic farming in the Czech Republic, especially for his professional input in the field of research, education and international cooperation.

Ing. Richard Jan Barták, CSc. was given an award for many years of work and effort in the establishment and development of organic farming in the Czech Republic, especially for his professional input in the field of support programmes and international cooperation.

Karel Merhaut was given an award for many years of work and effort in the establishment and development of organic farming in the Czech Republic, especially for his expert promotion of Czech organic farms and organic foodstuffs.

The awards were presented by Deputy Minister Jiří Urban on behalf od the Czech Minister of Agriculture.

________________________________________________________________________

The ongoing patronage of IFOAM EU Group and the Ministries of Agriculture and the Environment are of great importance to Bioacademy. This year we also benefited from the patronage of the Czech Ministry of Education.

Following the established tradition, the organization of Bioacademy was shared by the Czech  Ministry of Agriculture, the Czech Ministry of the Environment and the Austrian Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry, the Environment and Water Management, PRO-BIO Association of Organic Farmers in cooperation with BioAustria and other organic farming organizations, FiBL, Bioinstitut and the Slovak Ministry of Agriculture

